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The Biggest Lie—The War is Over and We Won

The invasion began in March of 2003. On May 1, 2003, President George Bush stood proudly on the deck of the USS 
Abraham Lincoln aircraft carrier which was docked in San Diego. The President spoke in grand language about the efforts 
of the coalition. Saddam Hussein’s government had been removed from power and was on the run. He announced that 
major combat operations were over and that we had prevailed. Seen by TV cameras and the world, over the Presidents 
right shoulder, was a banner that read “Mission Accomplished.”  

Four years after that speech, President Bush would appoint a War Czar Lt. General Douglas Lute. Why would you need a 
War Czar if the mission was accomplished? At the time of Bush’s speech, fewer than 150 military personal had lost their 
lives due to that conflict. Over 3,850 American military have lost their lives in Iraq since the speech. Why would more have 
to die if the mission was accomplished? Unfortunately, the last life lost has yet to occur. 

This war has lasted more than five years. This war is now longer than the Civil War, World War I, and World War II.  When 
this war started LeBron James was the best basketball player in Ohio—but he was still playing for his high school team.

The Bush White House was wildly and tragically off in every assumption. They were either willfully lying about the potential 
outcomes or they (with a clean conscience) were responsible for some of the most grave set of miscalculations in American 
history. The National Priorities Project says the current bill for this invasion is over $500 billion dollars. Nobel Prize-winning 
economist, Joseph Stiglitz from Columbia University, believes the overall cost of the war will reach $3 trillion.  

The American Friends Service Committee estimates the cost of the war at $720 million dollars a day. That amount (based 
upon their calculations) is equal to the cost of providing health insurance for one year to 163,525 people. The daily cost 
of the war is equal to what it would cost to build 84 brand new elementary schools. The daily cost of the war could put 
12,478 new teachers in classrooms. The daily cost of the war could fully cover the 4-year college tuition for 34,904 
university students. The daily cost of the war could build 6,482 homes.

It cost $720 million dollars a day for a war that should not have been fought, created new enemies and our children will 
be paying off it for decades.

 “I think they’re in the last throes, if you will, of the insurgency.” –Vice President Dick Cheney, on the Iraq 

insurgency, June 20, 2005 




