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The Red Elephant vs. the Polar Bear
One of the Hess pieces depicts an elephant that resembles the Disney character Dumbo sitting on top of dead polar bears. 
It is sarcastically titled God Hates Polar Bears. FYI: We actually think God likes polar bears.

One of the unavoidable outcomes of the global warming problem is it affects all living things on the globe. Animals 
lives are dependent upon their natural surroundings and their long-standing food chain. According to a 2004 study, 
the Northern latitudes are warming twice as rapidly as the rest of the globe. Temperatures are predicted to rise an 
additional 13 degrees Fahrenheit by 2100. This could reduce the arctic ice cover by 50 to 100 percent. Researchers 
have determined that the ice on Canada’s Hudson Bay is breaking up two and a half weeks earlier than it did 30 years 
ago. OK, but how does this affect polar bears?

Due to the warming Arctic, the polar bear finds its habitat is changing—and not for the better. Polar bears hunt during the 
summer when their primary food source, ringed seals, return to the Arctic. Polar bears, the largest bear on the planet, use 
the summer ice as hunting platforms as they search for food. After hunting from one ice platform, they dive in the water 
and swim to another patch of ice. But less sea ice means less hunting; less hunting means less food. If the food intake of 
polar bears is reduced then bears are thinner which decreases the reproductive rates of female polar bears. The survival 
rate of cubs has also decreased which has caused a 21% reduction in the polar bear population from 1997 to 2004.

But the lack of sea ice does not just mean polar bears are thinner. It also means some have drowned in the arctic since 
they have had to swim larger distances between ice patches. Scientists have also discovered evidence that polar bears 
have resorted to cannibalism to survive.

Environmental groups and scientist have noticed the increasingly tragic plight of the polar bear and have asked the US 
Government to consider adding them to the threatened species list. The Bush administration did what you would expect, 
they delayed. They studied the polar bears plight for two years. On December 15, 2005, three environmental groups filed 
suit against the government to speed up the polar bear evaluation.

You might wonder, what is the big deal? Just call the polar bears “threatened” and be done with it. Why would the 
government delay? Because if a listing of “threatened” is bestowed upon a species, a government is prohibited from 
doing anything that would further harm the animal or its habitat. And if global warming is creating the problem, then the 
endangered polar bear might force W to stop global warming.

Maybe in the future we can say thanks to polar bears.
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